
Topic: NORTH AND SOUTH OPUHA FLOW REGIME 

Issues Lack of willingness of ECan to accept South Opuha self-management regime 

(better for the river than the prescribed ‘ECan’ regime) 

 

Minimum flows don’t currently reflect the balance between environmental and 

irrigation demand 

 

Minimum flows in north and south Opuha need to be balanced with lake inflow 

(storage) requirements  

 

Reliability of the North and South Opuha users is a lot lower than downstream 

(below dam) users 

 

BN allocation block is currently uncapped – potential to impact existing user 

reliability and lake storage 

 

Need to determine what the natural values are we are trying to protect 

 

North and South Opuha area finite resource but can be sustained if managed 

appropriately.   

 

What we would like to 

achieve 

The self-management of river users (water users group) 

 

The protection of trout spawning and trout runs and the native fishery 

 

The protection of current irrigation abstractors, and to maintain or improve their 

reliability 

 

To maintain reliability while maintaining the use of the river by other users 

(downstream water users, recreational users, those that take for drinking and 

stock water). 

 

Fairness between above and below dam users – reflected in the minimum flows 

and reliability 

 

Actions/recommendations 

for the zone committee 

That the South Opuha is capped in allocation and that this cap protects the 

current users 

 

That the minimum flows are reviewed to reflect irrigation and in stream 

demands e.g.  

- Irrigators require lower minimum flows in Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb 

- Fish require higher minimum flows in Sept-Oct (juvenile migration and 

fishing) and May-June (spawning and migration), and naturally higher 

flows over winter July-August.   

 

That the BN allocation block is capped 

 

That the plan supports the self-management regime for the South Opuha.  This is 

essential because the allocation is quite high compared to flows 

 

More water from Tekapo 

 

Important note – the catchment group understand there is further analysis 

required before these become official recommendations to the ZC 

 



Actions/recommendations 

for catchment group to 

facilitate 

Need to assess partial restrictions to get the complete picture (not just full 

restrictions) 

 

Assess allocation in North and South Opuha against NES allocation standards 

 

Assess the health of the rivers between the bridges (monitoring points) and the 

lake.   

 

 


