
Opuha River Catchment Group 

Monday 15th June 2015, 7pm, Fairlie Fire Station 

 

Attendance:   Alastair Hay, Michael Guerin, Kevin Payne, Laurie Williamson, Hayden Dwyer, Chad 

Steetskamp, Greg Anderson, Neil Campbell, David Morgan, Barbara Nicholas, Evan Williams, 

Dermott O’Sullivan, Judy Blakemore, David Williams, Tim O’Connor, Richard Davis, Murray Bell, Dan 
Clark, Steve Whittaker, Julia Crossman (facilitator). 

Apologies: Tom Henderson, Kieren Guiney 

 

Orari, Opihi and Pareora science work and the process ahead – presentation by Dan 

Clark, ECan 

Dan gave a presentation outlining the sub-regional plan process and science and details of the 

additional monitoring being undertaken.  Dan is the technical lead for the sub-regional planning 

process and will be coordinating a group of scientists and technical experts who will be contributing 

to the process.  The Zone Committee are the key group, and will be the ones to make 

recommendations on the ‘solutions packages’ which will be translated by ECan into the sub-regional 

plan.  The Zone Committee will be informed by the catchment groups and wider community in terms 

of what is acceptable and what the appropriate management solutions are.  The technical work is 

underway now, with the community process beginning mid 2016.  Alongside Dan and the technical 

team, there will be 2 ECan planners working on the project.  Notification and the RMA process is 

scheduled for early-mid 2018.   

ECan have identified areas where they would like to improve their knowledge of the catchment. The 

Fairlie basin is an area where they would like more info on groundwater quality, and they are going 

to do a one-off sampling round of some wells in the area.  This will not give trend information but 

will provide a snapshot of the state of the groundwater resource.  ECan are currently assessing what 

wells to sample.  Dan will contact Julia if ECan find they need additional wells to monitor in the 

Upper Opihi / Opuha catchment and Julia will pass this request onto the catchment group members.   

ECan have added four sites to the Opihi catchment for surface water quality monitoring.  North 

Opuha, Ribbonwood and Station are being monitored by ECan, and ECan have also agreed to sample 

the South Opuha on the same run, but OWL will fund the analysis for this specific site. Ribbonwood 

and Station were added at the request of the steering committee as a result of the poor recreational 

water quality that is evident in Lake Opuha at Ewarts Corner.   

There is only one site currently being monitored on the Opihi, by NIWA at Rockwood.  Other 

investigations have taken place in the past (e.g. Glenfield / Allandale monitoring), but this is no 

longer happening.  There was some concern expressed by the group that there was not enough 

monitoring of this river.  Dan will take these concerns back to ECan and discuss with colleagues.   

Over the next year ECan are looking to work with the community to get local input into the science.   



The group expressed that in order for the community to have confidence in the science, it was 

important that ECan regularly report back to the catchment groups on the technical work and the 

understanding being developed, in terms of the surface and groundwater interactions, land use etc.   

There was agreement that some local experts should be working with Dan to develop the technical 

understanding.  ECan have some funding for this.  The following technical advisors were suggested 

by catchment group members: Dick de Joux, Dave Boraman, Haidee McCabe, Keri Johnston, Andy 

McFarlane.    

It was also requested by the group that ECan pull together a map of all the current and historic 

water quality monitoring points, so it is transparent to the catchment groups what information ECan 

are using in the sub-regional.  This will also allow the catchment group to identify if there is 

additional private monitoring being undertaken that ECan are not aware about.   

It was asked what happens if the submission and hearing process goes against the community and 

zone committees recommendations.  Dan suggested that this is exactly the purpose of working with 

the community and technical experts from the start – to see if we can, as much as possible, get 

agreement on the science and the way the river systems work.   

It was queried how the catchment group fit into the community process and developing the values.  

Barbara explained that the agreed outcomes are taken from the ZIP but they can be articulated 

more specifically in terms of catchment values by the catchment groups.  The catchment groups will 

be involved in the sub-regional process representing the community.      

Dermott suggested that it could be worth asking some of the farmer representatives who have been 

involved in other sub-regionals to come talk to the group - Linda Murchison and Colin Hurst were 

suggested.  Julia will follow up with other catchment group facilitators.      

Work programme 

Julia ran through the work programme that has been developed by the Opuha River Catchment 

Group Steering Committee who have identified a number of topics they would like to know more 

about.  The proposal is to have a dedicated meeting for each topic/sub-topic to understand each of 

these.  Each meeting will involve experts in the relevant field to present credible information and 

science.   

Water quality monitoring 

Julia recapped the water quality monitoring to be done in the Opuha catchment - North Opuha, 

South Opuha, Ribbonwood, and Station.  The Opuha Catchment Group Steering Committee have 

identified Sugarloaf, Deep Creek and Raincliff Stream (just above confluence with Opuha) as three 

additional sites they would like to get more information on over the next year or so, doing monthly 

monitoring.   

Julia has sought a quote from Hills Laboratory and we are looking at $320 per month for the three 

sites for the analysis (including the bottles and courier), so around $3840 in total for 12 months of 

sampling.  This cost could potentially double/triple if we had to pay for someone to collect the 

samples.   



Julia asked the group whether they thought these three additional sites were important enough to 

fund as a community.  There was some push back from attendees stating that this was a cost that 

they did not think the community should have to bear.   

It was agreed to hold off doing any additional monitoring until we had 2-3 months results for the 

other four sites in the catchment, and re-evaluate any additional monitoring then.   

Meeting closed 9pm. 


